Evaluation of pressure-redistributing replacement mattresses.
This study examined four types of foam replacement hospital mattresses after three and a half years of general use in orthopaedic trauma and spinal surgery wards. Ten were examined to ascertain the condition of the cover and the foam in order to add to the body of knowledge about the life span of these mattresses. Only one mattress was in good condition; five were condemned at the time of inspection and four were recommended for early review because they showed signs of deterioration. It is clear that more objective evidence regarding the life span of hospital mattresses is required to assist with purchase decision-making.